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Program objectives and award criteria
The objective of the program is to foster the development of innovative pharmacy practice in health systems by recognizing best practices through a national competition.

Applicants will be judged on their descriptions of programs and practices currently employed in their health system based on the following criteria:
· Originality and innovative nature of the program,
· Significance of the program to the health system,
· Demonstration of improvements in quality of patient care, 
· Significance of the program to pharmacy practice, and 
· Quality of the descriptive report.

Eligibility
Applicants must be ASHP members practicing in a health-system setting, such as an ambulatory care clinic, chronic care, home health care, inpatient care, or outpatient pharmacy.  More than one successful program from a health system may be submitted for consideration.
Note: Persons employed by Amgen are not eligible to participate in this award program.

Instructions for preparing a manuscript
Each entry must include a manuscript prepared as a Word document, double-spaced using Times New Roman 11-pitch type.  A header with the paper title and page number should appear on each page.  The manuscript should not exceed 10 pages in length, plus no more than a total of 10 supplemental graphics (e.g., pictures, graphs, figures, and tables) that are relevant to the program.  Each picture, graph, figure, and table should be mentioned in the text and prepared as a separate document clearly labeled (e.g., key word from the manuscript, Table 1).

The manuscript should be organized as a descriptive report using the following headings:
· Introduction and Purpose:  Briefly describe events prompting the development of the program and a clear statement of the program’s purpose and goals.
· Description of the Program:  Describe the development and implementation of the 
program including a stepwise discussion of the decision path and timeline, as well as obstacles addressed and overcome.
· Experience with the Program:  Describe your experience with the current program and its measurable outcomes, such as improved quality of patient care or reduced medication error rates.   




Note:  Although cost savings and revenue 
generation are important, the program must also demonstrate a measurable improvement in patient outcomes.  Also include your experience with how the program influenced the pharmacy’s practice model in your health system, such as the utilization of technology, role delineation changes for the pharmacists and non-pharmacists, or improving the patient care opportunities for pharmacists.
· Discussion:  Discuss innovative aspects of the program, attainment of program goals, and importance of the program to pharmacy practice.
· Conclusion:  Conclude with a one- or two-paragraph re-statement of program’s impact.

Format
Submissions will only be accepted electronically.  
The manuscript will be forwarded to a panel of reviewers.  To ensure anonymity in the review of submissions, do not include authors’ names and affiliations (e.g., hospitals, colleges, and cities) in the manuscript.  Manuscripts that contain author identifying information will not be considered by the panel.  

Note:  Applicants will be notified as to their status by Tuesday, October 5, 2010.  Should your program be chosen as an award winner: 
· You and your program will be featured at a reception sponsored by Amgen during the ASHP Midyear Clinical Meeting on December 5, 2010.
· You will need to work under tight deadlines to submit materials needed for the abstract and poster display.  Guidelines and deadlines will be sent to all award winners.  
· Award recipients are responsible for their own travel and hotel expenses to attend the reception.
· You will be asked to submit your manuscript to the American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP) for publishing consideration.  Please note this process does not guarantee an acceptance for publication.  Someone from the AJHP staff will be in contact with you, unless you specifically request that your manuscript not be considered.    

For more information
If you have any questions related to the application and evaluation process of the Twelfth Annual ASHP Best Practices Award in Health-System Pharmacy, please contact Cheryl Imirie at 301-664-8673 or bestpracticesaward@ashp.org.
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2010 Application Cover Form 

Instructions for e-mail submission

Type the following information in the cover form below and save a copy of this file for your records.  E-mail the cover form, manuscript, and supplemental graphic materials as attachments to bestpracticesaward@ashp.org by Friday, August 13, 2010, 11:59 p.m. eastern time.  List in the subject field: ASHP Best Practices Award Submission.  A return e-mail will be sent by the next business day to acknowledge receipt of your application.  

Each entry must include
· Application cover form
· Program manuscript and any supplemental graphics

[bookmark: Text1]Name       							
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Title/Position       						
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City                                                                 State                                        Zip       
Phone Number       -     -     				Fax Number       -     -     
Manuscript Title        
List of Co-applicants and Employers (maximum of six)
      


Should your program be chosen as an award winner, you will be asked to submit your application to the American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP) for publishing consideration unless the applicant specifically requests that it not be submitted.  Please note this process does not guarantee an acceptance for publication.  Someone from the AJHP staff will be in contact with you.

[bookmark: Check1]|_|  Check here if you do NOT want this manuscript considered by the American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP) for publishing consideration.


Awarded by the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists.  
Sponsored by Amgen.
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